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A letter from our 
Board of Directors

During 2014 AkarakA donors, volunteers and corporate partners really 
saw the impact from their investment of time and money.  This was a year 
where we witnessed 101 AkarakA scholars graduate from their colleges 
and universities.  88 of them have already found employment, with some 
continuing their studies to an even higher level.
 
This year’s annual report focuses on profiling some of our students to give 
you a peek into their lives so you can see what a difference you are
making when you decide to support AkarakA.   We continue to believe 
in the power of education to open doors and give graduates options for 
employment far beyond what would have been possible without such 
further studies.
 
We continue to believe, and now have proven through our graduates, 
that we can eliminate poverty through education - one student, one 
family, at a time.
 
The impact made throughout 2014 was only possible because of our 
generous donors, our corporate partners raising funds and providing 
services and mentoring, and our team of talented, enthusiastic and 
dedicated volunteers across the region.  AkarakA could not continue 
its mission without each of you.
 
So please enjoy the stories within these few pages and help us 
spread the word throughout your network, or if you are just now 
learning about AkarakA, then we hope that you will join us.  By 
doing so, you will help us to continue to invest in talented young 
people who want to change their lives and the lives of their families 
through education.
 
“ Education the gift that lasts for generations!” 

...eliminate poverty through education - one student at a time.

Our Mission
To help underprivileged young adults receive a 
higher education through the financial support 
of individuals and corporations.



101 AkarakA scholars graduated in 2014

88 of them have already 
attained jobs

AkarakA was founded in Singapore in 2010 with the 
firm belief that education is the key to eliminating 
poverty. We award scholarships to promising young 
students in difficult financial situations. We then give all 
our scholars and alumni ongoing mentoring support, 
empowering them to achieve their full potential and 
break the poverty cycle.

2014 
in numbers

$130,000 invested in scholarship funds in 2014

scholars supported

are expected to graduate in 2015

past and present scholars are part of our mentoring program276
23 new scholars joined the AkarakA program in 2014

73
147



22%   of our alumni are pursuing 
further studies

Select Candidates
In partnership with 13 educational institutions and NGOs 
across South-East Asia.  Criteria: family income, educational 
record, interview applicants and their family.

Award Scholarships
Cover all or part of higher education costs: tuition fees, 
educational materials, living expenses.

Inspire Scholars and Alumni
Privileged access to a mentors from the corporate world
Regular workshops and activities to improve employability

41% 
of our scholars 

are female

CEBU MANILA

SINGAPOREPHNOM PENH

Making an IMPACT
Student Selection Process

65% of 
our alumni 

are currently 
employed
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Arie, tell us a bit about yourself.
I am originally from Indonesia, and I am 
currently working as a Senior Associate 
at KPMG in Singapore. I have been 
volunteering with AkarakA for 2 years.

Why did you decide to volunteer with AkarakA?
I joined because I truly believe in the power of education. It can change 
our world! As I got more involved, I met so many talented students with 
such a bright future, if only we can give them a little help to get started. 
That untapped potential is really exciting for me. And of course, the team 
of big-hearted volunteers I met at AkarakA is just adding to the fun!

Why are you so passionate about AkarakA’s mission?
I feel AkarakA really cares about the full development of our scholars in 
the long-run. For example, we have this scholar in Singapore who took 
every opportunity to interact and connect with our senior volunteers and 
learn from their experience. We could see him starting to think longer-
term and dream bigger. He was doing a diploma, but now he has decided 
to pursue a full university degree. I am so proud of him!

AkarakA INSPIRES
M e n t o r i n g  P r o g r a m

Personally mentor one or more students 

Share your skills through workshops

 Just want to have fun? Organize events and 
activities for our scholars 

Help us with fundraising, social media 
presence and our special projects

At AkarakA, a dedicated team of 
volunteers personally mentors each 
of our scholars. This year, we have 
a chat with Arie, one of our most  
committed Singapore volunteers.

Still not sure? Just get in touch!

Accenture in Philippines
A dozen volunteers from Accenture 
conducted a resume writing workshop 
for 50 of our scholars at De la Salle 
University. Jake Patio, Jr., the Accenture 
volunteer coordinator, started with a 
brief introduction on the fundamentals 
of a good resume. The scholars were then 
divided into small break out groups for 
personalized advice by the Accenture 
volunteers. By the end of the workshop, 
our scholars were asking us to organize 
another one soon, this time centered on 
interviewing skills. To be continued…! 

Voice coaching with Cynthia Zhai

Cynthia is an executive voice coach working with such 
high-profile clients as Google, P&G, HSBC and many 
others. She coached 5 of our Singapore based students, 
teaching them how to speak with confidence, engage 
people, and make a strong impression.           

Corporate sponsors help us organize workshops based on students’ needs 
and interests. This year, we turn the spotlight on a voice coaching seminar 
in Singapore and a resume writing workshop in the Philippines.
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“The content was 
totally relevant”

I truly believe in the power of education



Female	   Male	  

REGIONAL UPDATE
S I N G A P O R E

This year, AkarakA established 
a new partnership with Ngee 
Ann Polytechnic. We have a chat 
with Mario Goh, from the School 
of Business & Accountancy, 
to understand his vision and 
objectives for the program.

Ferozdeen (left) and his brother Firdaus (right), both AkarakA scholars, with their family 

Ferozdeen, a Singapore Polytechnic student, had the chance 
to participate in a job shadowing opportunity at leading Singapore 
software company NetSuite. His mentor Mark Wilfred said: “It 
was great to have Feroz over at our office for the past few days. 
I hope that it was beneficial for him because the concepts that 
we tried to impart are not exactly easy to grasp even for adults. 
He showed plenty of enthusiasm and an eagerness to learn 
while he was here. He even helped us to organize our marketing 
peripherals.”

48%52%

Working	  

Further	  studies	  

NS	  

Employed

Completing 
National Service

Pursuing further
studies

10%

20%

70%

How are our
graduates DOING?

In 2014 we have taken in 4 new scholars in Singapore.   Among 
them, Danny and Si Jia are the very first beneficiaries of the new 
Ngee Ann partnership, studying respectively Clean Energy 
Management and Mechanical Engineering. 

Meantime, 3 of our scholars have graduated in 2014, and we are 
so proud to see them all on their way to greater things. We hope 
to continue seeing them at our Inspire program sessions. In other 
news, we are working on setting up a partnership with Bloomberg 
to strengthen our mentorship program – stay tuned for more 
details in 2015!

better equipped to manage their 
career and finances upon graduation

Student profile

Future 
Marketing 
Professional

AVERAGE SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED

$2500

In and out of children’s homes and foster families during 
her childhood and teenage years, Desiree didn’t have an 
easy start in life. But she tells us those challenges have 
only made her stronger. She has known since age 14 she 
wants to be a lawyer. After finishing school, she obtained 
an internship at the Law Society of Singapore Pro Bono 
Services, where she was then offered a full-time job. With 

the help of AkarakA’s scholarship, she is now studying law 
part-time.  She tells us: “You must never stop trying. Don’t 
rely on others. Don’t wait. You have to reach out for help”. 

Desiree, AkarakA is ready to help you in any way we can, 
and we wish you the best of luck in your quest to become a 
successful lawyer.

Why did you start partnering with AkarakA for scholarships? 
We heard about AkarakA being a non-profit education charity aimed at alleviating 
poverty by providing financial assistance and mentorship for higher education to high 
potential students with financially challenged backgrounds.

How do you hope it will impact your students, and what benefits are you 
expecting? 
The financial assistance will certainly help our students focus better on their studies. 
At the moment, some of these students need to work part-time to provide for their 
daily provisions and family expenses (e.g. medical bills, etc.), while juggling full-time 
school workload. Aside from financial assistance, AkarakA also provides a mentoring 
programme to equip students with life skills. We expect the recipients of AkarakA 
sponsorship to be better equipped to manage their career and finances upon gradua-
tion.

Do you plan to grow the program in the future? 
Yes. The AkarakA sponsorship will be extended campus-wide to other faculties in 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic in the future.

Future 
Lawyer

STUDENT PROFILE
Desiree

" You have to 
reach out for 

help”"



REGIONAL UPDATE
C A M B O D I A

Student profile

Reaksmey
(pictured with mentor Nicole)

Born in Phnom Penh, Reaksmey was sent to live with his step-
grandmother when he was just a baby. He is eternally grateful to 
her for raising him single-handedly with her meagre earnings as a 
“jek chean” (fried banana) seller. 

Gifted in mathematics, Reaksmey was selected to represent his 
province in the Asian Pacific Mathematics Olympiad when he was 
in Grade 12. He is now studying Mechanical Engineering at the 
Institute of Technology of Cambodia.

Despite being frequently absent from school due to health problems, 
Reaksmey still managed to place around the middle of his batch in 
his last exams. Still, he is disappointed with himself and stresses 
his determination to do better next time. He has even printed his 
rank on his school bag, in order to remind himself to strive harder 
and achieve a top-100 rank in his next exams.  

Reaksmey tells us he hopes to visit Japan someday due to its 
fast developments in technology. Polite and humble, Reaksmey 
displays a fighting spirit that is an inspiration to all. 

Cambodia is our newest country of operation, having started the scholarship 
program at ITC only two years ago. We continue to be amazed with the hard 
work and dedication of all our scholars, in spite of very difficult financial and 
family circumstances. Several scholars from our 2012 batch have decided to go 
on to complete an Engineering degree after graduating from their Technician 
degree. AkarakA is so proud to still be supporting them all in their efforts.

49 past and present scholars

11 graduates
32% of our 
Cambodian scholars 
are female - all in 
Engineering degrees

AVERAGE SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED

$630



REGIONAL UPDATE
 T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S

Janine grew up in Cansojong, Talisay with her Dad, a fish vendor, her Mum, a 
housewife, and three older siblings. She obtained excellent results at school, 
however she didn’t have enough money to go to college and had to drop out 
for a year. But Janine’s desire to learn was too strong to be stopped. After 
being awarded an AkarakA scholarship, she enrolled in Talisay City College 
and has now successfully completed her BSc in Education. She is currently 
a teacher in the Malayan Elementary School, passing on her passion and 
motivation to a new generation of students.  Funding her scholarship truly 
embodies AkarakA’s vision of a gift that lasts generations.

Student profile

Janine Babanto
23 years old

Our scholarship program in the Philippines has expanded at 
a rapid pace since our inception.  This year we directed our 
focus towards supporting existing students as they move 
towards graduation, building lasting ties, and helping them 
manage their entry into the job market while strengthening 
our mentorship program. 

We also began undertaking program analysis; measuring 
real career prospects versus degree and course selection, with 
an aim to use this data to enhance our scholarship program 
moving forward.

Some of our Lihuk Panaghiusa scholars performing on their graduation day!

Our scholars from Resources for The Blind over-
coming both their financial challenges and their 
disability, all with a big smile!

office	  management	  
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3% Office Management

5% Animation

16% Technology

18% Education

12% Others

25% Equipment Servicing

21% Business

What are they 
studying?

198 past and present scholars

71 graduates

44%44% of our Filipino 
scholars are female

Future 
Teacher

AVERAGE SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED

$1000



In December we received a series of cards 
and notes from scholars, thanking us for our 
support.  On behalf of these students, and 
our team, please accept our very sincere 
gratitude for your support.

Edgar-Jose Ampil 
Elizabeth Baker 
Kevin Bingwa
Gary Chia
Vichara Chum
Franca Ciambella
Daniel Crisp
Pascale Dillon
Michele Discepola
Gareth Dowse
Margaret Goodchild
Henrik Haeder 
Kay Hisola
Isabel Karl

Reinhard Klemmer
Grace Lai
Caroline Mauron
Kerry McGrath
Dan McGrath
Larry Medina
Andreas Michel
Alex Mier
Arie Minandar
Anne Morgan
George Ng
Vincent Ng
Isabelle Nilo
Dino Nilo

Chizzy Nnamchi
Nicole Phoon
Grainne O’Brien
Jeanette Seng
Lynette Tay
Shannon Thornton
Elizabeth Vogtle
Laura Vogtle
Robert Vogtle
Sabine Wenter
Alexandra Will 
Victor Yeo

Donors In Kind
Ms Shirley Han of Stafford & Chan 
Workshop on Personal Branding for our Singapore students

Ms Cynthia Zhai of Connecting to Success
Workshop on Voice Coaching for our Singapore students

Mr Orion Perez
Stand-up artist at our Comedy Night event

Ms Franca Ciambella of Consilium Law Corporation
Corporate sponsor for our Comedy Night event

Ms Nadia Wong
Health and dental screening for our Cambodian scholars

KPMG Clubhouse 
Venue sponsor

Accenture in Manila and Cebu

Price Waterhouse Coopers in Phnom Penh

Deutsche Bank in Manila

Volunteers

... my inspiration in my 
everyday endeavors.  I'll make 
sure that all your help will not 

be wasted...

Corporate 
Volunteer 
Mentors

OktoberFest
Sabine Wenter and her husband Reinhard Klemmer again opened their 
home to celebrate Oktoberfest, requesting donations from guests to 
support AkarakA.



AkarakA invested $130,000 into scholarship funding in 2014, 
up from 105,000 the previous year.  We have now assisted 276 
scholars and as you have seen through the student profiles on the 
previous pages, we are making a very positive impact.  

We have now assisted 276 scholars!
As AkarakA is largely a volunteer organisation with only one full 
time employee, our expenses are kept to a minimum.  Corporate 
partners and Directors fund such administration costs directly so 
that individual donations fully support student programs enabling 
more scholars to get an education.  We are always looking for 
volunteers to lend their skills and enthusiasm, so if you would like 
to get involved just contact us or join in for our next event.

Fund raising events continue to expand our ‘friends of AkarakA’ 
community and by doing so give more and more people the 
chance to make a difference in someone’s life by helping to fund 
their education.  As you can read on the following pages these 
events can be not only a great networking mechanism, but also a 
lot of fun for everyone involved.

Our team of Directors, continue to oversee all details of our op-
eration and KPMG has continued as our independent auditor.  
And none of this would be possible without Ms Ruby Chan and of 
course all or you who have supported our vision to help eliminate 
poverty through education - one student at a time.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Our 2014 
Financial Statements 

were audited by KPMG.

To view please click below, 
or find link on our website.

CLICK HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3XIZZ-8FHYLQi11TURtM3dfdlE/view?usp=sharing


Fundraising/Awareness
SUPPORT:  One of the best ways to get involved with AkarakA is to organize a fundraising 
event on our behalf. Gather your friends and family to take part in a sporting event or nominate 
AkarakA as your designated charity at your next corporate event. Come up with a fun way to 
raise funds, every dollar makes a difference. 

Telling tales...
We caught the attention of the team at Our Better World - a  Singapore based 
organization that works to unearth the stories of people doing good in Asia.

They sent a team to Manila to interview our students, and put together a video 
that speaks volumes about what AkarakA does, and the direct effect that our 
scholarships have on lives.

Click the camera icon to watch the video today.

Learn more about Our Better World at www.ourbetterworld.org
In November, Stand up Comedian, and “Master of Accents”, Orion 
Perez, entertained our supporters, at a one-off charity evening 
presented by Friends of AkarakA, and sponsored by Consilium Law 
and Brewerkz.  His ability to embody different accents and cultures, 
made for a fabulous night of fun, and fundraising.

KPMG hosted a networking evening, 
at their Singapore Clubhouse.

Corporate Support
AkarakA would like to acknowlege the support of the following corporations. 

Their assistance is varied; from direct financial support through grants, to gifts-in-kind, 
the donation of premises or the  sponsorship of a fundraising event, but every hour, and 
every dollar they have donated has made a direct impact on our operations.  We are truly 
grateful.

IFS 
organized a 
charity golf tournament, 
and donated 
the proceeds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDdzHVTn87I
http://www.ourbetterworld.org


Rob is currently the CFO of Deutsche Bank, 
Asia Pacific and is a member of DB Group 
Finance Committee and the Asia Pacific Regional 
Executive Committee.  He has worked within the 
Financial Industry for over 26 years holding senior 
management positions in North America, Europe 
and Asia Pacific.

Volunteering with AkarakA these last 5 years 
has been extremely rewarding, working with this 
dedicated group of people to help enable bright 
young people to get an education and obtain 
employment beyond what they otherwise would 
be able to achieve.

Elizabeth Baker is currently Head of Actuarial 
Life for Comminsure Financial Services, based 
in Sydney, Australia. Her main areas of expertise 
are in the finance, insurance and actuarial fields. 
She is Australian and has worked for the past 
twenty years in financial services in a variety of 
countries including Australia, France, Japan and 
in Singapore. She also has experience doing 
volunteer work in a micro insurance organization 
in India.

Elizabeth has had the opportunity to mentor a 
number of students as part of her work in financial 
services. She appreciates how the types of financial 
and other assistance that Akaraka provides, can 
enable students to gain an education that will 
allow them to have a rewarding career.

Larry Medina
Director

Larry Medina has over twenty years of work 
experience in USA, Europe and Asia. He started 
his career as a Chemical Engineer working in 
the petroleum industry in Alaska. After five year, 
he went to Dartmouth College and attained a 
Masters of Business Administration in 1995. To 
gain international business experience, Larry then 
volunteered to work one year in Slovakia as part of 
the MBA Enterprise Corp. In 1996, he started a 17-
year career progression in Finance, Accounting, 

Tax and Treasury with Hewlett-Packard, Agilent, Avago Technologies, Symantec 
and Knowledge Universe. After careers in engineering and finance, he recently 
entered his third career and now works at Singapore Management University 
as a Career Advisor and Corporate Liaison. He has lived in Singapore for over 
thirteen years and has managed teams in China, India, Japan, Malaysia and 
Singapore.

In addition to the one year of volunteer work in Slovakia, he has been involved 
Singapore volunteer activities including the Youth Olympic Games and Thomson-
Toa Payoh Grassroots. Having benefited from a university scholarship, Larry is 
a firm believer that education is the greatest gift a person can give to another. 
Because of this firm belief in education, he has been volunteering with AkarakA 
since February 2011.

Victor Yeo
Director
 
Victor Yeo is currently Associate 
Professor of Law, and Head of 
the Division of Business Law at 
the Nanyang Business School of 
Nanyang Technological University. 
His main areas of expertise are 
in corporate law and governance. 
He joined the University in 1992 
after spending several years in 
private legal practice doing general 

commercial and corporate litigation at a leading law firm. He is concurrently 
also Associate Director with Aptus Law Corporation. He also has experience 
doing volunteer work for various charities as well as engaging in training and 
other consulting work for various not-for-profit organisations.

Having spent over twenty years with the University and having sat in an 
chaired various scholarship and bursary committees, Victor has had the 
opportunity to see first-hand how scholarships and bursaries have provided 
a much needed helping hand to students and their families as they pursue 
their aspirations to obtain a university degree.

Administration

Ruby Chan has eight years of experience working in the 
not-for-profit sector. She first started as a Senior Executive 
and progressed to Deputy Executive Director in a charitable 
organisation that champions youth development prior to joining 
AkarakA. In the course of her work, she has gained experience 
in designing programs and working with marginalized youths 
and young adults in areas of vocational training, capacity and 
character development. She managed both local and overseas 

youth development programs and she has also proven to be 
an exceptional crisis manager with all-rounded experience in 
the governance of a charity. Determined and dedicated to the 
cause of making a difference to the lives of the less privileged, 
Ruby believes that making education and fair-employment 
opportunities available to every youth seeking to change their 
life conditions is the key to break the cycle of poverty.

Ruby Chan
Project Manager

MEET THE TEAM
 B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

Akaraka was founded by a highly regarded and experienced team 
of senior executives with a breadth of knowledge and capabilities 
from diverse industries and regions. With a strong background in 
governance, financial and legal compliance our Board of Directors 
oversee every aspect of operations.

Chizzy is the founder, majority owner and CEO 
of Nibiru Footwear Co. Pte, headquartered in 
Singapore, holding and operating franchise 
businesses from Bata Shoe Company across 
Western Africa. Until September 2013, he was 
the CEO of DHL Global Forwarding for Western 
Africa. He has also worked for 3M Company in 
Asia Pacific and Schlumberger in the Middle East 
– in various management positions. 

Chizzy, his wife, Franca and their 3 sons – have 
over the years supported different charities in their 
home countries Nigeria and Canada, as well as in 
Singapore. 

Elizabeth Baker
Director

Chizoba (Chizzy) Nnamchi
Director and Founder

Robert Vogtle
Director and Founder
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