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Since 2010 we have awarded 214 scholarships 
in the Metro Manila area to academically gifted  
students who are financially challenged.

AkarakA scholarships help these students forge a 
path towards a viable professional career, in turn 
they are able to better support their family, and 
help to break the cycle of poverty.

www.akaraka.org.sg



MANILA IMPACT

One in every four households in the Philippines  
(25.2%)  were considered a “poverty incidence” in 
2015.
Source: United Nations

The Philippines is home to over 100 million people, 
with 1.65 million living in the Metropolitan Manila 
area.  With an average household per capita income of 
235,000 Pesos (US$13,000), and annual expenditure 
of 193,000 (US$11,000)* poverty is a very real issue.

Families often face impossible choices, such as pulling 
a child out of school to work or look after siblings, so 
that the family can  eat. These choices eventually result 
in high rate of students repeating grades (due to lack 
of attendance or inability to pass), and/or dropping 
out.  

Compromised nutrition and healthcare cause an 
increased incidence of Filipino children suffering special 
needs such as blindness.  These needs, combined with 
an infrastructure that can not properly support them, 
result in generations caught in the cycles of poverty. 

*Data Source: Philippines Statistics Authority

1.65MILLION 
PEOPLE CALL MANILA HOME

Source: UNESCO



Scholarships granted

Male scholarships 
awarded128

86

214

Female scholarships 
awarded

128

SCHOLARSHIPS 
SUPPORTED

EDUCATION IS THE MOST 
POWERFUL WEAPON 

WHICH YOU CAN USE TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD. 

- NELSON MANDELA

YEAR ON YEAR 
SCHOLARSHIPS GRANTED

AkarakA has shown continued commitment to support academically 
gifted, financially troubled students across the Philippines.  A  
strong focus on forging partnerships with educational institutions 
and NGO’s helps us to identify, and shortlist potential candidates 
for scholarships.  Combined with an active mentoring program, 
supported by multi-national organizations, our scholars are 
moving into the work force with professional qualifications, and an 
emotional support network that better prepares them for success 
in their chosen fields.

NEW GRADUATES
56 students graduated in 2015

Anticipated
 GRADUATIONS

2016  15 students

2017  15 students

2018  2 students

2019  4 students

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

18 42 34 52 56 12

“
”



MARVEL OBEMIO
AB ANIMATION 

Graduated at 27 years old
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Talented artist - discovered on streets

At 27 years of age, 
Marvel Obemio was 
probably the oldest 

graduate who strode across 
the stage to claim his diploma 
last July 2015. But his back 
story of struggle and triumph, 
likely stood out among the 
rest, as well.

Like most students from 
low-income families, Marvel 
assumed his education hit a 
dead-end when he graduated 
from high school. Without the 
financial resources to support 
his higher education, he took 
on odd jobs, from vending 
street food to working as a 
pest control agent. The pay 
was menial, but it helped 
him to scrape by. To lift his 
spirits, Marvel sought comfort 
in the arts, usually sketching 
on odd scraps of paper as his 
imagination transported him 
to worlds outside his situation.

Seven years would pass before 
he came to the attention of an 
NGO that encouraged him to 
pursue his college dreams. He 
not only passed the entrance 
exam, but he qualified for the 
Benildean Hope Grant at the 
De La Salle - College of St. 
Benilde, where he took up AB 
Animation. While the university 
covered his tuition, AkarakA 
stepped in to provide support 

for his other expenses. 
But arts-related courses 
involve additional expenses 
for materials and supplies 
needed to complete the 
assignments they needed 
to submit. So Marvel 
supplemented his finances 
by working as a henna 
tattoo artist on the side, or 
making charms and dream 
catchers he could then sell. 
It was a struggle for Marvel 
to complete his degree, 
but he his determination 
never wavered. To save on 
costs, he would sometimes 
walk the seven kilometres 
from campus to the market 
where he could purchase 

the materials for his charms 
and dream catchers. Then 
with supplies in hand, 
he would walk the seven 
kilometres back.

Fast forward five years, and 
the thesis Marvel complet-
ed with two other students, 
was chosen as an entry to 
the 2015 Metro Manila Film 
Festival in the New Wave 
Animation Category. The 
MMFF New Wave is a lo-
cally organized film festival 
that aims to support aspir-
ing filmmakers by providing 
a platform to exhibit their 
work to a wider audience. 

On 27 December 2015, 
the now college graduates 
learned that their thesis 
“Buttons”, was crowned as 
the Best Animation Film, 
and with it a cash prize of 
PHP 100,000 (SGD 3,000).

Twelve years ago, Marvel 
thought he was consigned 
to the life dictated by his 
economic situation. Today, 
his opportunities are only 
limited by his imagination.

Received scholarship to De La Salle

Wins coveted award at Manila Film Festival



... I HOPE THAT I MADE 
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MARLON MESARCIA
BS INFORMATION SYSTEMS

His father’s dream 
for Marlon was 
that he get an 

education. It was the only 
thing, he counselled Marlon, 
that would not diminish in 
value over time. But his father 
had lost his job a few years 
earlier, and could only manage 
occasional work, so money 
was too tight for college. To 
help the family’s finances, 
Marlon took a part-time job at 
a popular fast food hamburger 
chain.

Through his involvement 
in the youth program of an 
NGO, Marlon was prodded 
to apply for, and eventually 
received the Benildean Hope 
Grant from the De La Salle - 
College of St. Benilde. This 
covered the tuition for his BS 
Information Systems course. 
AkarakA provided the financial 
support to cover Marlon’s 
other expenses. Not used to 
being helped, Marlon could 
not believe his good fortune. 
Father and son thought that 
their dream was finally at 
hand. But early into his second 
term as a freshman, Marlon’s 
father suddenly passed away. 
Stunned with shock and grief, 
the now orphaned Marlon 
(he lost his mother when he 
was 12) found himself at a 
crossroads. Burdened with 
debts from his father’s illness, 
Marlon contemplated dropping 
out of school to work full-time. 
(Despite his academic load, 
Marlon had kept his part-time 
job to help with the family’s 
finances.) The way he saw it, 
working full-time would help 
him pay off his family’s debts 
faster, and also honor his 
dying father’s wish that Marlon 
provide financial support for his 
older sister’s young children.

Marlon was counselled to think 
of his future. Dropping out of 
school would consign him to 
a life of minimum wage jobs 
with very little prospects. Even 
if he had been raised to be 
self-reliant, the university and 
AkarakA were behind him so 
Marlon could realize his father’s 
dream. In the end, Marlon 
stayed in school. At one point, 
he even had highest term-
grade point average among 
the scholars in the university.

Marlon finally received his 
diploma in October 2015. 
Immediately after the 
graduation, while still wearing 
his mortarboard and toga, 
Marlon sped to his parents’ 
grave to share the moment 
with them. As he later posted 
on his Facebook page, “I know 
that this is your dream for me 
and I hope that I made both of 
you proud.”

Extending the Dream
Marlon has accepted an offer 

for an IT position with a 
global financial institution with 

operations in Manila.
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AkarakA Scholars from the Monarch Foundation graduating from their 2 year
 Heavy Equipment Servicing Course.

Our educational partners in the Philippines help us to identify potential candidates for 
scholarships.  Students who show great academic promise, but are unable to meet the 
financial burdens associated with higher education.

The Monark Foundation is a subsidiary of Caterpillar, and offers training 
programs  to determined individuals; providing them with quality technical 
knowledge,  and practical competencies in the heavy equipment industry.  
Graduates are highly skilled, and sought out across the region.

The two year Heavy Equipment Servicing program provides students a theoretical 
foundation, learning in the classroom, combined with time in the field, supervised, 
hands-on  training. 
 
The Monark Foundation is accredited by the Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA) and sublicensee of CATERPILLAR Institute of Australia.  Graduates 
are highly recognized both locally and abroad.

CHRISTOPHER PLANES
BS COMPUTER SCIENCE

23 year old Christopher 
Planes – known as Boyet to 
his friends – lives in Quezon 
City in the Philippines. 

The per capita poverty 
threshold in Quezon is less 
than USD 190, and almost a 
quarter of families live under 
this poverty threshold. 

Boyet, one of 11 children, 
with neither father nor 
mother in (permanent) 
employment knows firsthand 
what extreme poverty feels 
like. An additional burden 
under these circumstances: 
Boyet is blind. Yet, he is an 
extra ordinary individual with 
an amazing spirit. Boyet does 
all he can to help himself and 
his family. Already a licensed 
massage therapist, with the 
money he earns, he supports 
his whole family. They are 
dependent on him and the 
siblings of his, who are in 

employment, to get them 
through.

A professional qualification is 
needed to attain any kind of 
stable employment. However, 
a formal tertiary education, 
such as university or college 
are beyond reach for young 
men like Boyet. “Getting” to 
college isn’t only a challenge 
in term of getting “in”, pay 
tuition, passing exams etc. It 
is also a challenge in terms 
of getting “there” physically 
– especially when being 
visually impaired. Even the 
cost of transportation are 
impossible for Boyet or his 
family to come up with. On 
top of that, school fees and 
books need to be paid for. In 
many ways, Bayot is a young 
adult like many others. He 
follows basketball and he 
loves playing chess. However, 
not only his physical disability, 
also the social and economic 
environment he was born 
into, make it a very different 
life for him. What many take 
for granted in their own lives 
are rare opportunities that 
seem out of reach for bright, 
young adults like Boyet. 

This is where AkarakA 
comes in. AkarakA provided 
a scholarship for Boyet. 
With approximately. USD 
600 p.a., tuition, books and 

transportation are being 
paid for. Boyet now studies 
to be a Bachelor of Science 
on Computer Science at 
the Polytechnic University 
of the Philippines. What is 
important for his success, is 
that his family is supportive 
as well. They encourage him, 
whenever he struggles, as the 
academic program is tough to 
master, despite the missing 
income for the family, if Bayot 
can’t work due to his studies.

Boyet’s ambition is to find a 
stable job in the future that 
allows him to stand on his 
own feet and support his 
loves ones. He dreams that 
someday he will be able to 
help others with disability in 
the Philippines.

The education he receives 
will open opportunities that 
would never be available to 
him otherwise. Through a 
college education, grounds 
are being laid for Boyet to 
be able to gain financial 
independence. This will not 
only impact his life, but the 
lives of his brothers, sisters 
and generations following. 
One student at a time – 
breaking the cycle of poverty. 

Against all Odds
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Visually Impaired from Birth

Dreams of becoming a Teacher and 
supporting her family

An estimated 100 children 
lose their sight every day in 
the Philippines,  almost half 
of these cases are either 
treatable or preventable.

ALYKA MAE A. FONACIER
B.ED SECONDARY EDUCATION

Being the only visually 
impaired student in her 
high school years, Alyka 

is used to handle more than 
the average load of challenges. 
She was diagnosed having 
corneal leukoma since birth, 
but this didn’t stop her from 
striving for her ambitions and 
interests from early school 
age. 

Her favorite pursuits are 
in exploring cognitive and 
technology related topics, both 
in and out of school. Specifically 
in computer related subjects, 
such as MS Word, MS Excel, 

MS PowerPoint, which are all 
part of her High School T.L.E. 
subjects, she achieved her 
highest Final Grades. Alyka 
is currently in her 3rd year of 
her 4 years Bachelor study at 
St. Clare College of Caloocan 
City, Philippines. She aims 
to graduate in March 2017, 
as Bachelor of Secondary 
Education, with major in 
English.

In her past-time she loves to 
play chess frequently, besides 
singing and dancing.

In her family of five, Alyka’s 
father is a factory worker and 
the sole bread winner. Able 
to provide for all the family’s 
basic needs, at times his 
income seems just not enough 
to ensure each of the children 
will have the financial support 
to further their ongoing 
education. Given her visual 
impairment condition, Alyka 
considers herself lucky living 
in a functional family and 
having very good relationships 
with her parents and 2 sisters, 
and being able to rely on their 
moral support and advice. 
Upon graduating from college, 
Alyka hopes to secure a good 

job as a teacher and to be 
able to support her parents 
in the future, who are both 
already in their late fifties.

“What I really like most in 
my studies is presenting 
various subjects. As I aspire 
to become a successful 
English teacher at a public 
school, I believe that 
skillfully demonstrating and 
presenting is a key asset 
for my future career.

Since I aim to master 
more challenging subjects 
as well, such as Social 
Philosophy, I decided not 
to join any extra-curricular 

activities for my last 
semester, to ensure I will 
achieve satisfying grades.

AkarakA’s help is therefore 
essential to me, for which I 
am very grateful.”   

AkarakA supports 
Alyka’s tuition 
fees, school-related 
project expenses 
and transportation 
allowance.

Thrives in I.T. related subjects

“ I believe that skillfully 
demonstrating and presenting is a key 

asset for my future career.”

“I aspire to become a successful 
English teacher at a public school”

We are proud to partner with 
Resources for the Blind, Inc. 
(RBI) in the Philippines.  

Founded in 1988, RBI’s 
reaches out to persons 
with visual impairment 
across even in the most 
remote parts of the country, 
offering a wide spectrum 
of services focused on 
blindness prevention, 
advancement of inclusive 
education for blind children 
and rehabilitation of adults 
with visual impairment.

RBI also offers Disaster 
Relief Services, partnering 
with other organizations to 
build or repair homes and 
classrooms, then provide 
livelihood opportunities 
to families of disaster-
affected persons with visual 
impairment. 
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Hopes to mentor her younger sisters on 
their path to higher education

MARY GRACE E. CAMPANG
BS PSYCHOLOGY

Grace’ family lives in Antipolo 
City, Philippines. With a job as 
factory worker, her hardworking 
father, 43, is the sole bread 
winner for the family of four, while 
her mother, 41, looks after the 2 
daughters, Grace, and her sister 
Tricia, 14, as a house wife.

As the older of the two 
daughters, tertiary education 
seemed financially unattainable 
for Grace, if not for the support 
by AkarakA. Besides her tuition 
fees, Akaraka sponsors Grace’ 
study-related project expenses, 
her transportation allowance and 
study books, allowing her to fully 
concentrate on her studies. 

Today, Grace just started her 2nd 
Year, of her 4-years program to 
graduate as Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology at Our Lady Of 
Fatima University of Antipolo 
City, Philippines. Besides her 
biggest ambition to successfully 
finish her studies, Grace enjoys 
spending time with her younger 
sister and helping her in her high 
school homework. She hopes to 
graduate in 2018 and to find a 
stable job that pays well enough, 
so to be able to support her 
younger sister’s hopes of being 
able to attend college in the 
future as well, by contributing to 
her study expenses.

 “Of all my courses over the last 
6 months, I liked the subject 
Ethics most, since it touches 
different aspects of humanity, 
such as Human Behaviour and 
what motivates individuals to 
act in different ways, especially 
how members of society interact 
with each other, individually and 
in groups. I do believe that no 
matter where one stands, we all 
have the opportunity to embrace 
each other and enrich each others’ 
life and fortune.

One of my extracurricular project 
works is related to my subject of 
Social Studies, where I learned 
how to socialize with strangers by 
sharing knowledge to help each 
other.

 What challenged me most 
throughout my last semester, was 
to balance multiple school tasks 
with other committed activities 
at the same time, but it helped 
me to learn how to prioritize, and 
eventually I managed to pass 
each within their due dates.

 I am hoping for my mentors of 
AkarakA to be able to support me 
when it comes to finding a stable 
job after my graduation.”P

Father works in a factory

“ We all have the opportunity to 
embrace each other and enrich each 

others’ life and fortune.”
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